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My story is a true one, and I shall tell it in a simple style. It will be merely a recital of my life as a slave in
the Southern States of the Union - a description of negro slavery in the "model Republic."

My grandfather was brought from Africa and sold as a slave in Calvert county, in Maryland. I never
understood the name of the ship in which he was imported, nor the name of the planter who bought him on
his arrival, but at the time I knew him he was a slave in a family called Maud, who resided near
Leonardtown. My father was a slave in a family named Hauty, living near the same place. My mother was
the slave of a tobacco planter, who died when I was about four years old. My mother had several children,
and they were sold upon master's death to separate purchasers. She was sold, my father told me, to a Georgia
trader. I, of all her children, was the only one left in Maryland. When sold I was naked, never having had on
clothes in my life, but my new master gave me a child's frock, belonging to one of his own children. After he
had purchased me, he dressed me in this garment, took me before him on his horse, and started home; but my
poor mother, when she saw me leaving her for the last time, ran after me, took me down from the horse,
clasped me in her arms, and wept loudly and bitterly over me. My master seemed to pity her; and endeavored
to soothe her distress by telling her that he would be a good master to me, and that I should not want
anything. She then, still holding me in her arms, walked along the road beside the horse as he moved slowly,
and earnestly and imploringly besought my master to buy her and the rest of her children, and not permit
them to be carried away by the negro buyers; but whilst thus entreating him to save her and her family, the
slave-driver, who had first bought her, came running in pursuit of her with a raw-hide in his hand. When he
overtook us, he told her he was her master now, and ordered her to give that little negro to its owner, and
come back with him.

My mother then turned to him and cried, "Oh, master, do not take me from my child!" Without making any
reply, he gave her two or three heavy blows on the shoulders with his raw-hide, snatched me from her arms,
handed me to my master, and seizing her by one arm, dragged her back towards the place of sale. My master
then quickened the pace of his horse; and as we advanced, the cries of my poor parent became more and
more indistinct - at length they died away in the distance, and I never again heard the voice of my poor
mother. Young as I was, the horrors of that day sank deeply into my heart, and even at this time, though half
a century has elapsed, the terrors of the scene return with painful vividness upon my memory. Frightened at
the sight of the cruelties inflicted upon my poor mother, I forgot my own sorrows at parting from her and
clung to my new master, as an angel and a saviour, when compared with the hardened fiend into whose
power she had fallen. She had been a kind and good mother to me; had warmed me in her bosom in the cold
nights of winter; and had often divided the scanty pittance of food allowed her by her mistress, between my
brothers, and sisters, and me, and gone supperless to bed herself. Whatever victuals she could obtain beyond
the coarse food, salt fish and corn bread, allowed to slaves on the Patuxent and Potomac rivers, she carefully,
distributed among her children, and treated us with all the tenderness which her own miserable condition
would permit. I have no doubt that she was chained and driven to Carolina, and toiled out the residue of a
forlorn and famished existence in the rice swamps, or indigo fields of the South. My father never recovered
from the effects of the shock, which this sudden and overwhelming ruin of his family gave him.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled FIFTY
YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE. [1859.]? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before.
Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Michael Yancey:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN
SLAVE. [1859.] book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer connected with FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN
AMERICAN SLAVE. [1859.] content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking FIFTY
YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE. [1859.] is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Ronnie Chaney:

Why? Because this FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE. [1859.] is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Floyd Brown:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The FIFTY YEARS IN CHAINS; OR, THE LIFE OF AN AMERICAN SLAVE. [1859.] will give



you a new experience in reading through a book.
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