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During the Cold War, the field of computing advanced rapidly within a complex institutional context. In
Calculating a Natural World, Atsushi Akera describes the complicated interplay of academic, commercial,
and government and military interests that produced a burst of scientific discovery and technological
innovation in 1940s and 1950s America. This was the era of big machines--the computers that made the
reputations of IBM and of many academic laboratories--and Akera uses the computer as a historical window
on the emerging infrastructure of American scientific and engineering research. The military-industrial
complex is often spoken of as a coherent and unified power, but Akera argues that it was the tensions as
much as the convergences among military, business, and academic forces that fueled scientific and
technological advances.Akera's study is unique in its integration of a history of postwar computing--usually
told in terms of either business or hardware--and a mapping of an "ecology of knowledge" represented by the
emerging institutional infrastructure for computing. For example, Akera sees John Mauchly's early work on
computers as a product of his peripatetic career--his journey through different institutional ecologies--and
John von Neumann's work as emerging from the convergence of physics and applied mathematics at the
Institute for Advanced Study. Akera also looks at the ways in which the institutional contexts of the National
Bureau of Standards and MIT's Project Whirlwind pulled research in diverging directions, and he examines
IBM's dominance from the perspectives of both business and users. Finally, Akera compares the academic
computing centers at MIT and the University of Michigan, tracing the tensions on those campuses over
whether computers were a service facility, a commercial technology, or a subject of research.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

The book Calculating a Natural World: Scientists, Engineers, and Computers During the Rise of U.S. Cold
War Research (Inside Technology) will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to
you. The book Calculating a Natural World: Scientists, Engineers, and Computers During the Rise of U.S.
Cold War Research (Inside Technology) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gail Rodriguez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Calculating a Natural
World: Scientists, Engineers, and Computers During the Rise of U.S. Cold War Research (Inside
Technology) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Calculating a Natural World:
Scientists, Engineers, and Computers During the Rise of U.S. Cold War Research (Inside Technology)
become your personal starter.

Mark Armstrong:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying down
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Calculating a Natural World: Scientists, Engineers,
and Computers During the Rise of U.S. Cold War Research (Inside Technology) can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Warren Cruz:

You may get this Calculating a Natural World: Scientists, Engineers, and Computers During the Rise of U.S.
Cold War Research (Inside Technology) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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