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In the past decade, Jeffrey Olick has established himself as one of the world’s pre-eminent sociologists of
memory (and, related to this, both cultural sociology and social theory). His recent book on memory in
postwar Germany, In the House of the Hangman (University of Chicago Press, 2005) has garnered a great
deal of acclaim. This book collects his best essays on a range of memory related issues and adds a couple of
new ones. It is more conceptually expansive than his other work and will serve as a great introduction to this
important theorist. In the past quarter century, the issue of memory has not only become an increasingly
important analytical category for historians, sociologists and cultural theorists, it has become pervasive in
popular culture as well. Part of this is a function of the enhanced role of both narrative and representation –
the building blocks of memory, so to speak – across the social sciences and humanities. Just as importantly,
though, there has also been an increasing acceptance of the notion that the past is no longer the province of
professional historians alone. Additionally, acknowledging the importance of social memory has not only
provided agency to ordinary people when it comes to understanding the past, it has made conflicting
interpretations of the meaning of the past more fraught, particularly in light of the terrible events of the
twentieth century.

Olick looks at how catastrophic, terrible pasts – Nazi Germany, apartheid South Africa – are remembered,
but he is particularly concerned with the role that memory plays in social structures. Memory can foster any
number of things – social solidarity, nostalgia, civil war – but it always depends on both the nature of the
past and the cultures doing the remembering. Prior to his studies of individual episodes, he fully develops his
theory of memory and society, working through Bergson, Halbwachs, Elias, Bakhtin, and Bourdieu.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and
Historical Responsibility was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory
and Historical Responsibility is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with
the book The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility. You never experience
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Marilyn Vance:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Politics of Regret: On Collective
Memory and Historical Responsibility is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Edward Chavez:

The publication untitled The Politics of Regret: On Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility is the
e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Politics of Regret: On Collective
Memory and Historical Responsibility from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Joshua Miner:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Politics of Regret: On
Collective Memory and Historical Responsibility, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you
still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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