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The adversary system of trial, the defining feature of the Anglo-American legal procedure, developed late in
English legal history. For centuries defendants were forbidden to have legal counsel, and lawyers seldom
appeared for the prosecution either. Trial was meant to be an occasion for the defendant to answer the
charges in person.

The transformation from lawyer-free to lawyer-dominated criminal trial happened within the space of about
a century, from the 1690's to the 1780's. This book explains how the lawyers captured the trial. In addition to
conventional legal sources, Professor Langbein draws upon a rich vein of contemporary pamphlet accounts
about trials in London's Old Bailey. The book also mines these novel sources to provide the first detailed
account of the formation of the law of criminal evidence.

Responding to menacing prosecutorial initiatives (including reward-seeking thief takers and crown witnesses
induced to testify in order to save their own necks) the judges of the 1730's decided to allow the defendant to
have counsel to cross-examine accusing witnesses. By restricting counsel to the work of examining and
cross-examining witnesses, the judges intended that the accused would still need to respond in person to the
charges against him. Professor Langbein shows how counsel manipulated the dynamics of adversary
procedure to defeat the judges design, ultimately silencing the accused and transforming the very purpose of
the criminal trial. Trial ceased to be an opportunity for the accused to speak, and instead became an occasion
for defense counsel to test the prosecution case.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Alaniz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal
History).

Todd Voss:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern
Legal History) why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kirk Qualls:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books
in the top list in your reading list is The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern
Legal History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Jean McCallum:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with that book The Origins of Adversary Criminal Trial (Oxford Studies in Modern Legal History).
You can more inviting than now.
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