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On March 15, 1890, ethnographer Jesse Walter Fewkes walked out onto a field in Calais, Maine, and,
pumping a foot treadle for power, recorded a Passamaquoddy Indian singing a salutation song. The first field
recording of traditional music ever made, the song he captured was heard around the world, creating a
revolution in music that continues today. Fewkes, the first 'songcatcher' - recordists who go into the field to
capture musical sound - stood at the threshold of the age of modern technology. Others coming quickly after
him ventured much farther afield: They recorded the shamanic chants of the Siberian rim; the dying folk
music of isolated European villagers; the ecstatic gamelon sounds of Bali; the trance drumming of Africa.
They lugged their ponderous gear into the High Andes and to remote Pacific islands. Some of their names
are well-known - Paul Bowles, Alan Lomax, Bela Bartok - some are unknown and unsung. They did more
than bring back sound. They brought back adventure; they broadened the idea of what music meant and what
culture could produce. In Songcatchers, Mickey Hart traces the adventures of these field recordists, as well
as his own. At the same time, he tells the story of the extraordinary developments in technology that made
sound capturing possible: How sound waves were first imprinted in wax, then how electric microphones,
radio, and other inventions changed the world soundscape. And how, with the advent of computers and the
digital age, a recordist can now walk into a remote corner of the globe with nothing more than a pocket-size
digital recorder, a few batteries, and a microphone, and capture the world of the rain forest - its peoples,
animals, and spirit - for tens of thousands of listeners to appreciate.
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Dustin:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Songcatchers: In Search of the World's Music
book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Helen Mota:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Songcatchers: In Search of the World's Music your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get previous to. The Songcatchers: In Search of the World's Music giving you one more experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

James Goldman:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Songcatchers: In Search of the World's Music can give you a
lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Songcatchers: In Search of the World's Music.

Robert Harriman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Songcatchers: In
Search of the World's Music.
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