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The human figure made a spectacular return in visual art and literature
in the 1920s. Following modernism's withdrawal, nonobjective painting gave way to
realistic depictions of the body and experimental literary techniques were abandoned
for novels with powerfully individuated characters. But the celebrated return of the
human in the interwar years was not as straightforward as it may seem. In
Realism after Modernism, Devin Fore challenges the widely
accepted view that this period represented a return to traditional realist
representation and its humanist postulates. Interwar realism, he argues, did not
reinstate its nineteenth-century predecessor but invoked realism as a strategy of
mimicry that anticipates postmodernist pastiche. Through close readings of a series
of works by German artists and writers of the period, Fore investigates five
artistic devices that were central to interwar realism. He analyzes Bauhaus polymath
László Moholy-Nagy's use of linear perspective; three industrial novels riven by the
conflict between the temporality of capital and that of labor; Brecht's socialist
realist plays, which explore new dramaturgical principles for depicting a collective
subject; a memoir by Carl Einstein that oscillates between recollection and
self-erasure; and the idiom of physiognomy in the photomontages of John Heartfield.
Fore's readings reveal that each of these "rehumanized" works in fact
calls into question the very categories of the human upon which realist figuration
is based. Paradoxically, even as the human seemed to make a triumphal return in the
culture of the interwar period, the definition of the human and the integrity of the
body were becoming more tenuous than ever before. Interwar realism did not hearken
back to earlier artistic modes but posited new and unfamiliar syntaxes of aesthetic
encounter, revealing the emergence of a human subject quite unlike anything that had
come before.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

The book with title Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October Books)
has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Leigh Grayer:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October Books) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Realism after Modernism: The
Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October Books) giving you one more experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Mary Crist:

This Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October Books) is great reserve
for you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great organize word
or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October
Books) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Katherine Shadrick:

Beside this kind of Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and Literature (October Books) in
your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Realism after Modernism: The Rehumanization of Art and



Literature (October Books) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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