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Mortal Remains introduces new methods of analyzing death and its crucial meanings over a 240-year period,
from 1620 to 1860, untangling its influence on other forms of cultural expression, from religion and politics
to race relations and the nature of war. In this volume historians and literary scholars join forces to explore
how, in a medically primitive and politically evolving environment, mortality became an issue that was
inseparable from national self-definition.

Attempting to make sense of their suffering and loss while imagining a future of cultural permanence and
spiritual value, early Americans crafted metaphors of death in particular ways that have shaped the national
mythology. As the authors show, the American fascination with murder, dismembered bodies, and scenes of
death, the allure of angel sightings, the rural cemetery movement, and the enshrinement of George
Washington as a saintly father, constituted a distinct sensibility. Moreover, by exploring the idea of the
vanishing Indian and the brutality of slavery, the authors demonstrate how a culture of violence and death
had an early effect on the American collective consciousness.

Mortal Remains draws on a range of primary sources—from personal diaries and public addresses, satire and
accounts of sensational crime—and makes a needed contribution to neglected aspects of cultural history. It
illustrates the profound ways in which experiences with death and the imagery associated with it became
enmeshed in American society, politics, and culture.
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From reader reviews:

Denise Niemi:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Mortal Remains: Death in Early
America book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Typically the book Mortal Remains: Death in Early America will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suitable to you. The book Mortal Remains: Death in Early America is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Richard Dean:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Mortal Remains: Death in Early America
book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Mortal Remains: Death in Early America as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Dennis Utley:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Mortal Remains: Death in Early America can be the reply, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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