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One of our greatest historians offers a surprising new view of the greatest historian of the nineteenth century,
Henry Adams.

Wills showcases Henry Adams's little-known but seminal study of the early United States and elicits from it
fresh insights on the paradoxes that roil America to this day. Adams drew on his own southern fixation, his
extensive foreign travel, his political service in Lincoln's White House, and much more to invent the study of
history as we know it. His nine-volume chronicle of America from 1800 to 1816 established new standards
for employing archival sources, firsthand reportage, eyewitness accounts, and other techniques that have
become the essence of modern history.
Adams's innovations went beyond the technical; he posited an essentially ironic view of the legacy of
Jefferson and Madison. As is well known, they strove to shield the young country from "foreign
entanglements," a standing army, a central bank, and a federal bureaucracy, among other hallmarks of "big
government." Yet by the end of their tenures they had permanently entrenched all of these things in
American society. This is the "American paradox" that defines us today: the idealized desire for isolation and
political simplicity battling against the inexorable growth and intermingling of political, economic, and
military forces. As Wills compellingly shows, the ironies spawned two centuries ago still inhabit our foreign
policy and the widening schisms over economic and social policy.
Ambitious in scope, nuanced in detail and argument, Henry Adams and the Making of America throws
brilliant light on how history is made -- in both senses of the term.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Christopher:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Henry Adams
and the Making of America is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Teresa Bradshaw:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be read. Henry Adams
and the Making of America can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have
those short spare time problems.

Mary Cox:

Beside this Henry Adams and the Making of America in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven
so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Henry Adams and the Making of America because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have
this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Thomas Mitchell:

You may get this Henry Adams and the Making of America by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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