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The Soviet Union was the first nation to allow women pilots to fly combat missions. During World War II
the Red Air Force formed three all-female units—grouped into separate fighter, dive bomber, and night
bomber regiments—while also recruiting other women to fly with mostly male units. Their amazing story,
fully recounted for the first time by Reina Pennington, honors a group of fearless and determined women
whose exploits have not yet received the recognition they deserve.

Pennington chronicles the creation, organization, and leadership of these regiments, as well as the
experiences of the pilots, navigators, bomb loaders, mechanics, and others who made up their ranks, all
within the context of the Soviet air war on the Eastern Front. These regiments flew a combined total of more
than 30,000 combat sorties, produced at least thirty Heroes of the Soviet Union, and included at least two
fighter aces.

Among their ranks were women like Marina Raskova ("the Soviet Amelia Earhart"), a renowned aviator who
persuaded Stalin in 1941 to establish the all-women regiments; the daredevil "night witches" who flew
ramshackle biplanes on nocturnal bombing missions over German frontlines; and fighter aces like Liliia
Litviak, whose twelve "kills" are largely unknown in the West. She also tells the story of Alexander Gridnev,
a fighter pilot twice arrested by the Soviet secret police before he was chosen to command the women's
fighter regiment.

Pennington draws upon personal interviews and the Soviet archives to detail the recruitment, training, and
combat lives of these women. Deftly mixing anecdote with analysis, her work should find a wide readership
among scholars and buffs interested in the history of aviation, World War II, or the Russian military, as well
as anyone concerned with the contentious debates surrounding military and combat service for women.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Carey:

The book Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies
(Paperback)) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II
Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat
(Modern War Studies (Paperback)). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

James Jones:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Wings, Women, and
War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) suitable to you? The
book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Wings, Women, and War:
Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback))is one of several books that
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a great
deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Annie Hiatt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies
(Paperback)) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication
then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Wings, Women,
and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) giving you one
more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Thomas Pilcher:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Wings, Women, and War: Soviet
Airwomen in World War II Combat (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) guide written by well-known writer



who knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written
in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question Wings, Women, and War: Soviet Airwomen in World War II Combat
(Modern War Studies (Paperback)) as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.
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