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In the traditional Jewish liturgy, a man thanks God daily for not having been made a gentile, a woman, or a
slave. Yoel Kahn traces the history of this prayer from its extra-Jewish origins to the present, demonstrating
how different generations and communities understood the significance of these words.

Marginalized and persecuted groups used this prayer to mark the boundary between "us" and "them,"
affirming their own identity and sense of purpose. After the medieval Church seized and burned books it
considered offensive, new, coded formulations of the three blessings emerged as forms of spiritual
resistance. Book owners voluntarily expurgated the passage to save the books from being destroyed, creating
new language and meaning while seeking to preserve the structure and message of the received tradition.
During the Renaissance, Jewish women defied their rabbis and declared their gratitude at being "made a
woman and not a man." And, as Jewish emancipation began in the nineteenth century, Jews again had to
balance fealty to historical practice with their place in the world. Seeking to be recognized as modern and
European, early modern Jews rewrote the liturgy to suit modern sensibilities and identified themselves with
the Christian West against the historical pagan and the uncivilized infidel.

The Three Blessings is an insightful and wide-ranging study of one of the most controversial Jewish prayers,
showing its constantly evolving language, usage, and interpretation over the past 2,000 years.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Three Blessings:
Boundaries, Censorship, and Identity in Jewish Liturgy is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Linda Carroll:

The publication with title The Three Blessings: Boundaries, Censorship, and Identity in Jewish Liturgy has a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Lorraine Edler:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Three Blessings:
Boundaries, Censorship, and Identity in Jewish Liturgy which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.

Michael Castillo:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Three Blessings: Boundaries, Censorship, and Identity
in Jewish Liturgy was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Three
Blessings: Boundaries, Censorship, and Identity in Jewish Liturgy has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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