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This is the gripping, untold story of the doomsday bomb—the ultimate weapon of mass destruction. In 1950,
Hungarian-born scientist Leo Szilard made a dramatic announcement on American radio: science was on the
verge of creating a doomsday bomb. For the first time in history, mankind realized that he had within his
grasp a truly God-like power, the ability to destroy life itself. The shockwave from this statement
reverberated across the following decade and beyond.

If detonated, Szilard's doomsday device—a huge cobalt-clad H-bomb—would pollute the atmosphere with
radioactivity and end all life on earth. The scientific creators of such apocalyptic weapons had transformed
the laws of nature into instruments of mass destruction and for many people in the Cold War there was little
to distinguish real scientists from that “fictional master of megadeath,” Stanley Kubrick’s Dr. Strangelove.
Indeed, as PD Smith’s chilling account shows, the dream of the superweapon begins in popular culture. This
is a story that cannot be told without the iconic films and fictions that portray our deadly fascination with
superweapons, from H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds to Nevil Shute’s On the Beach and Kubrick’s Dr.
Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb.

Although scientists admitted it was possible to build the cobalt bomb, no superpower would admit to having
created one. However, it remained a terrifying possibility, striking fear into the hearts of people around the
world. The story of the cobalt bomb is an unwritten chapter of the Cold War, but now PD Smith reveals the
personalities behind this feared technology and shows how the scientists responsible for the twentieth
century’s most terrible weapons grew up in a culture dreaming of superweapons and Wellsian utopias. He
argues that, in the end, the doomsday machine became the ultimate symbol of humanity’s deepest fears about
the science of destruction.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Doomsday Men: The Real Dr.
Strangelove and the Dream of the Superweapon will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or ideal book with you?

Jesus Loveless:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Doomsday Men:
The Real Dr. Strangelove and the Dream of the Superweapon suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The book untitled Doomsday Men: The Real Dr. Strangelove and the Dream of the
Superweaponis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired
many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Patricia Bush:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Doomsday Men: The Real Dr. Strangelove and the
Dream of the Superweapon can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

William Moreau:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Doomsday Men: The Real Dr. Strangelove and the Dream of the Superweapon
when you essential it?
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