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In The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel, Benjamin D. Sommer investigates the notion of a
deity's body and self in ancient Israel, Canaan, and Mesopotamia. He uncovers a lost ancient Near Eastern
perception of divinity according to which an essential difference between gods and humans was that gods
had more than one body and fluid, unbounded selves. Though the dominant strains of biblical religion
rejected it, a monotheistic version of this theological intuition is found in some biblical texts. Later Jewish
and Christian thinkers inherited this ancient way of thinking; ideas such as the sefirot in kabbalah and the
trinity in Christianity represent a late version of this theology. This book forces us to rethink the distinction
between monotheism and polytheism, as this notion of divine fluidity is found in both polytheistic cultures
(Babylonia, Assyria, Canaan) and monotheistic ones (biblical religion, Jewish mysticism, Christianity),
whereas it is absent in some polytheistic cultures (classical Greece). The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel has important repercussions not only for biblical scholarship and comparative religion but for
Jewish-Christian dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Bodies of God and
the World of Ancient Israel suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israelis one of several books this
everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you
will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Lauren Zavala:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Bodies of God and the World of
Ancient Israel, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Vickie Gilbert:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up
and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Ashley Robinette:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient Israel was filled in relation to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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