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The regulation of intimate relationships has been a key battleground in the culture wars of the past three
decades. In this bold and innovative book, Jean Cohen presents a new approach to regulating intimacy that
promises to defuse the tensions that have long sparked conflict among legislators, jurists, activists, and
scholars.

Disputes have typically arisen over questions that apparently set the demands of personal autonomy, justice,
and responsibility against each other. Can law stay out of the bedroom without shielding oppression and
abuse? Can we protect the pursuit of personal happiness while requiring people to behave responsibly toward
others? Can regulation acknowledge a variety of intimate relationships without privileging any? Must
regulating intimacy involve a clash between privacy and equality? Cohen argues that these questions have
been impossible to resolve because most legislators, activists, and scholars have drawn on an anachronistic
conception of privacy, one founded on the idea that privacy involves secrecy and entails a sphere free from
legal regulation. In response, Cohen draws on Habermas and other European thinkers to present a robust
"constructivist" defense of privacy, one based on the idea that norms and rights are legally constructed.

Cohen roots her arguments in debates over three particularly contentious issues: reproductive rights, sexual
orientation, and sexual harassment. She shows how a new legal framework, "reflexive law," allows us to
build on constructivist insights to approach these debates free from the liberal and welfarist paradigms that
usually structure our legal thought. This new legal paradigm finally allows us to dissolve the tensions among
autonomy, equality, and community that have beset us. A synthesis of feminist theory, political theory,
constitutional jurisprudence, and cutting-edge research in the sociology of law, this powerful work will
reshape not only legal and political debates, but how we think about the intimate relationships at the core of
our own lives. .
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal
Paradigm is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Verna Riddle:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Lisa Martin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.

Mary Ruch:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top record in your
reading list is actually Regulating Intimacy: A New Legal Paradigm. This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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