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Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806-61) was the first major woman poet in the English literary tradition. Her
significance has been obscured in this century by her erasure from most literary histories and her exclusion
from academic anthologies. Dorothy Mermin's critical and biographical study argues for Barrett Browning's
originative role in both the Victorian poetic tradition and the development of women's literature.

Barrett Browning's place at the wellhead of a new female tradition remains the single most important fact
about her in terms of literary history, and it was central to her self-consciousness as a poet. Mermin's study
shows that Barrett Browning's anomalous situation was constantly present to her imagination and that
questions of gender shaped almost everything she wrote. Mermin argues that Barrett Browning's poetry
covertly inspects and dismantles the barriers set in her path by gender and that in her major works—Sonnets
from the Portuguese, Aurora Leigh, her best political poems, "A Musical Instrument"—difficulty is turned
into triumph, incorporating the author's femininity, her situation as a woman poet, and her increasingly
substantial fame.

Mermin skillfully interweaves biography and close readings of the poems to show precisely how Barrett
Browning's life as a woman writer is a part of the essential meaning of her art. Both her personal and her
literary achievements are exceptionally well documented, especially for her formative years. Mermin makes
extensive use of the poet's early essays, a diary covering most of her twenty-sixth year, and the enormous
number of letters that have survived. Ranging from her earliest ambitions through her long periods of
discouragement and illness to her happy married life with Robert Browning, this comprehensive study of
Elizabeth Barrett Browning is essential reading for students of the Victorian period, English literature, and
women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Odis Hillyard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a New Poetry (Women in
Culture and Society). Try to stumble through book Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a New Poetry
(Women in Culture and Society) as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone
and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience
in addition to knowledge with this book.

Mary McCollum:

The event that you get from Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a New Poetry (Women in Culture
and Society) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Elizabeth Barrett Browning:
The Origins of a New Poetry (Women in Culture and Society) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a New
Poetry (Women in Culture and Society) instantly.

Kathleen Blackwood:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a
New Poetry (Women in Culture and Society), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Anna Baron:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,



comics, and also soon. The Elizabeth Barrett Browning: The Origins of a New Poetry (Women in Culture
and Society) will give you new experience in examining a book.
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